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1. The Electoral Process in Nicaragua

2. Legally notarized political parties’ participant in 
2021 General Election

3. 8th September, last day for voter entry in Electoral 
Roll

4. Resolution of the Supreme Electoral Council (SEC) 
disempowers electoral councilors for cross-party 
defection. 

5. Centers of ID registration amplify attention to 
the public
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The holding of free and transparent elections, respect for the popular will 
and the organisms created by the state to administer the elections, date from 
1984.

This exercise institutionalizes the party-political system, and that of elections 
of authorities by free, direct and secret popular vote. This is reflected in the 
gradual transformation, since 1979, in the political culture, in the way 
Nicaraguans think about politics, and in their growing belief in the political 
organizations and in exercise of suffrage as a means of resolving social 
contradictions. An example of this is the extraordinary participation 
witnessed during the last mass citizen verification exercise, undertaken in 
each of the country’s polling stations during the 24th and 25th of July last.

In Nicaragua, the participation of political parties in the electoral process has 
been prolific. In 1984, for the celebration of the first free elections in our 
history, seven political parties participated in the election of president and 
vice-president of the Republic and representatives of national assembly. 
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- Sandinista National Liberation Front / FSLN

- Communist party of Nicaragua/ PCdeN

- Nicaraguan Democratic Conservative Party/ PCDN

- Independent Liberal Party/ PLI

- Marxist Leninist Movement for Popular Action Party/ MAP-ML

- Popular Social Christian Party/ PPSC

- Nicaraguan Socialist Party/ PSN

In 1990, twenty-one political parties, divided among 11 political 
organizations, took part to elect the president and vice-president of the 
republic.
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In that same election, the voters were asked to elect representatives to the 
National Assembly, the municipal councils and members of the Autonomous 
Regional Councils of the north and south Caribbean coast.

To date, 19 electoral processes have been celebrated in Nicaragua, 
including that of 1984.

Electoral Processed realized in Nicaragua:

1. National elections- 4th of November 1984.
2. General election- 25th of February 1990
3. Regional elections- 06th of March 1994
4. General Elections- 20th of October 1995
5. Regional Elections- 1st of March 1998
6. Municipal Elections- 5th of November, 2000

In January 2000, Law 331, published in the Gazette N°16 of the 24th of 
January of that same year comes into force and changes the legislation. For 
the first time, the election solely of municipal authorities, mayors, 
vice-mayors and councilors, is held independently. Of the 33 of the then 
active political parties, 6 participated individually in July 2000.
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7. National Elections- 4th of November 2001 
8. Regional Elections- 3rd of March 2002
9. Municipal Elections- 7th of November 2004
10. Regional Elections- 5th of March 2006
11. Nacional Elections- 5th of November 2006
12. Municipal Elections- 9th of November 2008
13. Regional Elections- 7th of March 2010
14. Nacional Elections- 6th of November 2011
15. Municipal Elections- 4th of November 2012
16. Regional Elections- 2nd of March 2014
17. General Elections- 6th of November 2016
18. Municipal Elections- 5th of November 2017
19. Regional Elections- 3rd of March- 2019

Constitutional Liberal Party (PLC)- Electoral ballot box 1:
The Constitutional Liberal Party was founded in 1968 under the name 
of Constitutional Liberal Movement (MLC). In the 80s the name Move-
ment was changed to Party. In 1989 it was one of the 14 parties inte-
grated into the National Opposition Union (UNO).
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In 1996 the Constitutional Liberal Party (PLC) won the election with 
Arnoldo Aleman Lacayo as President for the period  of 1997-2001, 
and Enrique Bolaños for that of 2002-2007.

Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) - Electoral ballot 
box 2:
The Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) was founded initially 
as a leftwing political-military organization in 1961, changing to that of 
a political party in 1983 to participate in the first free elections of 1984, 
in which it obtains an absolute  majority of 67% of the votes.

Subsequently in 1990, the FSLN became the party of opposition. 
Sixteen years later, it was victorious in the elections of the 5th of 
November 2006, and likewise in the elections of 2011 and 2016.
 



Nicaraguan Christian Path Party (CNN) - Electoral ballot box 3:
Nicaraguan Christian Path Party is a party of protestant Christian 
inspiration. It was founded in 1995 and was awarded legal status in 
1996. It participated in the elections of the 20th of October of that year 
becoming the 3rd political force of the country with 4.09% (71,908) of 
the votes cast. In elections of 2004, 2006 and 2008 this political party 
allied itself to the PLC.

Yapti Tasba Masraka Nanih Asla Takanka (YATAMA) - Electoral 
ballot box 8:
Yapti Tasba Masraka Nanih Asla Takanka (The organization of the 
peoples of mother earth), is a regional and ethnic party of the 
Caribbean Cost and Jinotega, formed in the year 2000. It is especially 
strong in the Autonomous Region of the North Caribbean Cost 
(RACCN). It has participated in several elections as an indigenous 
political party. 

Nicaraguan Liberal Alliance (ALN) - Electoral ballot box 9:
The Nicaraguan Liberal Alliance is a Nicaraguan political party 
founded in 1999. In the presidential elections of the 5th of November of 
2006, the ALN occupied second place behind the FSLN. In the 
presidential elections of 2016, the ALN obtain 4.31% of the votes.
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Alliance for the Republic (APRE) – Electoral Ballot Box 10:
Alliance for the Republic (APRE) is the political successor to the 
liberal party founded in 1913. The change of name was approved by 
resolution of the Supreme Electoral Council on the 24th of May, 2004.
In the Nicaraguan General Elections 2016, APRE obtain 2.04% of the 
votes cast.

The Independent Liberal party (PLI) - Electoral Ballot Box 13:
The Independent Liberal party (PLI) was founded in 1944 and was 
awarded legal status in 1983. In the elections of 1990, its leader, 
Virgilio Godoy Reyes, formed part of the presidential formula of the 
UNO. 

In conformity with Activity N°29 of the Electoral Calendar, based in Article 43 
of the Electoral Law 331, changes of domicile and enrollment in the Electoral 
Roll must be realized by the 8th of September 2021.
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The definitive Electoral Roll will be constituted with data obtain up to the 8th 
of September, the date of closer of the Electoral Roll. This must be 
understood to be the last day to request:

• Change of domicile to vote in your preferred and nearest Polling 
Station.

• 8th of September, the last day to request your active 
participation in the Electoral Roll, if you were not active hitherto 
due to the effects of the depuration mechanism established in the 
law. Article 41 of the Electoral Law 331 affirms that Nicaraguan 
citizens that possess an ID but do not appear in the electoral roll 
of their constituency, are able to request their enrollment directly 
and personally. This State body must then proceed immediately 
to deal with said request within the timeframe established by the 
Law.

• For those requesting and ID card for the first time, 8th of 
September is the last day to request your enrollment in the 
Electoral Roll.
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In order to guarantee the permanent depuration of the electoral roll, Article 
40 of the Electoral Law affirms that it will consist of all Nicaraguan citizens 
that have exercised their right to vote at least once during the period 
between the last two general elections, or during whichever of the electoral 
processes held in the interim.

As the state body constitutionally authorized to organized elections in 
Nicaragua, the SEC enacts a resolution annulling the authority of electoral 
councilors of citizens whose behavior has contravened the conditions and 
technical regulations of their political organizations.

Below the resolution:
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• Change of domicile to vote in your preferred and nearest Polling 
Station.

• 8th of September, the last day to request your active 
participation in the Electoral Roll, if you were not active hitherto 
due to the effects of the depuration mechanism established in the 
law. Article 41 of the Electoral Law 331 affirms that Nicaraguan 
citizens that possess an ID but do not appear in the electoral roll 
of their constituency, are able to request their enrollment directly 
and personally. This State body must then proceed immediately 
to deal with said request within the timeframe established by the 
Law.

• For those requesting and ID card for the first time, 8th of 
September is the last day to request your enrollment in the 
Electoral Roll.
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The extended hours of attention in the 
offices and centers of ID registrations 
has been successfully carried out, 
thereby strengthening the processes 
for the general election of 7th of 
November next.

The costumery hours of attention in the municipal and departmental offices 
and ID registration centers have been from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday to Friday. 
However, during the period 3rd of July to the 4th of September the SEC has 
extended the hours of attention to Saturdays, from 8 am to 5 pm.
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Through its 132 offices and 166 ID registration centers, the SEC has 
guaranteed the citizens right to this important ID document throughout the 
country. From the 4th of January to the 19th of August 2021, this State body 
has successfully carried on the ID registration process, including new 
applicants, renewals and replacements of ID documents. 
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Equally, during the last week of 13th to the 19th of August, the Nicaraguan 
State, through the SEC, has carried out an extended process of ID registra-
tion, dealing with 22,501 procedures which breakdown as follows:

New 
Applicants�����

����� Renewals

����� Replacements
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